PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

8 February 2001

Randy C. Miller
607 Woodland Dr.
Manheim, PA 17545-9553

Dear Randy,

Thank you for submitting documentation for the Swainson's Hawk at Gov. Dick Tower on 14
September 1997, the Mew (Common) Gull at Memorial Lake State Park in January 1998, and
the Thayer's Gulls at Memorial Lake in December 1997. After careful review, the committee
regrets that it cannot accept these records.

On the hawk, a majority of members felt that the bird was most probably a Swainson's, but
several believed that the description was not sufficient to rule out melanistic individuals of other
Buteo species.

On the Common Gull, one member voted to approve it, but the other six were reluctant though
they thought the bird was likely a Common. Among the latter group's doubts were concerns
about the "white spots” on the outer primaries and a "blackish...carpal bar,” neither of which
would be expected on a first-basic Common Gull.

On the Thayer's, one member voted for acceptance, but the majority who declined listed several
troubling features of the description: the pinkish-based black bill (first-winter Thayer's should
have an entirely black bill at least through December); no mention of the bird's size relative to
other species, and no description of the tertials (fairly solid in Thayer's; mottled in Iceland).
These latter members felt that more detail would have been necessary to rule out a dark Iceland
or an intergrade Thayer's x Iceland conclusively.

The committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean that the bird was not the species
reported, but rather that the committee believes the documentation submitted does not support
the identification with certainty. We hope that this will not discourage you from submitting
documentation on any rarities you may find in the future.

Finally, the committee apologizes for the unacceptably long delay before all members were able
to vote on the record. Circumstances beyond our control caused the problem, and we beheve
that we are back on a timely track.



/401‘-,_,‘1. . e \/ e K- C;:‘r_‘)/ wea s Swen C:\?airi
on 72 Jan YA ot Fecafisn l'v’ "".31"'-'{ .
RARE SPECIES REPORT 349-03-199F + 348-04-,997
' + .,
SPECIES: | heyer's Gl 7 wisver NUMBER SEEN: /2

Loacus thaoyert

4 Dec, ITF7 #}
SIGHTING DATE: 27, 2 000 SIGHTING TIME: 3pm = Spm

LOCATION: COUNTY & STATE: {eb. (o Penna.
DISTANCE & DIRECTION FRQM NEAREST TOWN:

M€M-1or‘|a\ Leke S‘f’a“"'e —‘\\:’o.rk

DIRECTIONS, IF APPLICABLE:;
7 miles nocth oF Armv'n“e on 93Y

HABITAT: oP- /00 aure lake V3 Frozen.

SIGHTING LIGHTING: Fartly Cleudy bath ‘t“Ys

CONDITIONS:  |DISTANCE; 7§ yard¢ s 1150 yardly = o
EQUIP. USED: '§=4S Rushwell spalling

LENGTH OF SIGHTING: Mostly 2 hours

DESCRIPTION: | VOICE: nal héard o
SIZE:IQE\Omo\ Gull size , 5/54'/4 Smoa//Pf ~+han /n'rrmj Gv

PLUMAGE: P sk kirds Fa,\g qre —\orov\{u. Heaol ';i'.:- 3‘.\)\,‘&(0“”\?“?:#’
iqcker areo. arounch @y2, Nh\*'\s‘»\ a’\ Lase ot b'»'“. Yairing ﬂr\:u’a}‘:!f‘l(‘
;\nd w'ma covert s, Siiai‘“y Aarker dhan fiest wikter Teeland Gulls.
un‘* [+ 27N ba(.k .

ANATOMY (bill length, leg color, ctc.): Bil\ = apx 2~ clendler lbj” with e
ently wrv‘m( vpper vgnano\‘.%\c Tip. Bird #I ,,JJ an all klack &ill. Bicd dl._
had "o "“k"q‘\ base with & klack bifl. Dark 2yt >n botin. Legs P'mk-

BEHAV OR:*‘,’.:%S..;‘};zq on loze with apx. 1,000 ?,,lls, ,h[“-HY Heiting Golle.

I to € Tce\ Alls @ e e s :
om:u +c: :v;_d (:..\\i\ roa. ?\.:5 f}frf with T-b Lesser "'}L‘-f(-ba<k~rd Gulls
P redies Wlacr-tadked Gulls. Apx, 1502 't)-"‘.nQ'b'“Cd Gulls.
T rd

hoepe U@ o el . “"‘"I""'.":"v'l . o
FAMILIARITY WITH THIS & SIMILAR SPECIES: , , ' o

P yeer, d1icimenh aned Ol veaos Gulls

A A S .
. TN, '“"‘“’i(f"f Ghoth o iV i hamc, o
T havt Lren wrmny B

_D"""\ C g LT O 4\’0 \5* w»a\"\(.’ "\';'-'\x:.-\.-‘ "u}l\

COMPARISON TO SIMILAR SPECIES: 7.« by gide,

HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? - » IF SO, BY WHO?

[ . . Yot 'Es'x,‘)f-,' : {t,t(‘i
Have any additional observers filled out a rare species report? If so, who? Lf"/“ ¢

ST N

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Use back of form for more space):

. by . . 7 b T S
Lo v wnanliaea Beles o §a ,Zu ®*7 e

O o o ) ‘\b?ua,\,ﬁ-‘ “1‘\{; WA e \l?.l’-"?“."i" 4l !0'"'4

SIGHTING & REPORT BY:/?OMA\{ O Miller

ADDRESS:_07 Woodland . PHONE #{717) 6L4- 377%
/’fqv\il?‘n-:\ Pa 175459553
D . ; [ _,7' -
SIGNATURE Kanay A DATE: tfu[199%

V4



fohed  on the \ce —the WING T WEE A i s . ,

wed A rW\Q v Jr\rmge. -Ted'\o-\s Pa\t bt owin m;\'ckw\a v,o,)ﬂ'f)ar s.

A v-ﬂiek‘\’. TDeark "(\ ¢ on acler rf\w\qf‘\cf, ro«\i base Yo Iarmw‘fs f)r\n\a.‘*y
-'er"ts Mo*t"\f::\ Fr’«mo\ry ‘f;,:s. The sviaolaries were wed 9“5‘/')"“"""\ ""’-t Nol «3

k as r'{rn‘"\vxa Butt 15 e, Broad 34‘0\/-{orawn “\'Alk i.av\o‘, laoa "foul ta3e and

'(‘eo‘ unoef{m\ QV\A UV\OI(P;‘ 0\'\\ (‘-;*.:V@‘F\'i- Pq\e’ -»‘jr(‘\!’- L;(wa\ TSN '.V)ng\j'erfga,?'fs_
flight ~the Alight Jesthers . pocar

r(un\_ EQ‘!OL\) er

ad ;,imlae, Caunch |
, \ ,
winler 'ifu"auaf Gu” /.:rc’.reni. th-‘u o fire wgff'r capred

%ns‘uc.e.-ﬁ', like Hhe yst
] - T SN A P 2 !
Ad’\et’*‘ "+he Wig‘:‘:j —/‘IN 4 ! '{‘;)/ f.JiR:} ;4'-‘ € il YR ke,

24 Do sy t ke )e umJ- ,3 . "/em 2y oJ Lait J#r Z?é l/o . T wWas So/fm 9
) ! ‘ . , Y S ’ ‘ o 3
uﬁ)r\ ‘the 3«)“5 - {eeu says lilere T hest eva 2 Jaum Tcelond Guils. O9n +ne 241+ -
o “ i N . ’ ’ I
.-*"'z»_’,u»\o( l v, Xt V(u...\A -IavJ“ w-.‘“« c.l_,,\- 30(_) /7/6((;.-\? G.,)if‘; ' 2¢ ,,‘_‘,7,_('_:),‘“.;_.,{ Gu”.'.‘,

:‘ ;i“'-‘LK ;:.\Qc‘kfaz{ bx,”f Caor o H c . A-‘”SSG'/' g/oik‘éatkth(. ‘—7/0-¢m i 'f:?uv\ol ou ‘rhc

w’ncd' looked like an  Thw. Teolanot Gull loek\.wl o Herrw\<3 Golll Wien 3 /.,l
[‘“& J‘-’t~ T coulai ga -he ’u(\nar\ﬁ wiiet ?rx/- browm - Wihen Ahe f,u-f ol Ais )
KO PO fhe dark “"‘ am i {P""""”e' , /’?‘”7 "’ , onol /,um..r/ ¢ averls werc
6( Jwiw, Tne SEComndl T £ Wit also QFey - browin . Dnm Srm'f ‘»C/r “ff’ T el Se

Afoaa{ Q ()!—glem 'fa;! é.‘)n:j Un/kc '7‘/1@ éar( 7‘01/.9] ‘H‘\e Lttt J(e'lor\n( o,,«
Lill was oll dimek . T ool s/de o}, crole Vn»wf ol soo yurdds ot e iayer's

; ; N 1! - v, SP(n 4{‘ i - Coowt,
,[ My (J sk, ‘-]v"u,"l'anJ L’U f{ [=F3] —f ’\ 1ce Qe v Vad

. ; i ,. ! 7
L as J s P;J & y Jo)»*. .:{?\ﬁ.\ re //Ff Qe "/ A é._)o/\.
P’ J* \.) + Qt\—“_ lﬂf[ﬁ‘ ‘{:_\ ey ‘_r(i [~ | v, ‘T I ‘/!'.'},.* ;

- FE R L AP N H
Y2 1 WA R %Y ":i‘ RYT | { \ 'i.'? ‘d > —1 h‘ S b‘ ok
: Ll

D 2L Ve 1997
Ms A Goide 4o TotontlicsTion | By

- . 4 : A
H '"‘ ~:;_§'3\"‘*~ D A .’:."“-'"--‘-"i."‘l 1 s~ hhe e ¢

fr .
r ; s : . . , NCEY : . P
C ! R Ve e bl e b sdtme Lie o crde
SR PR L S 2 I . ST - LA wIre v ™ PR R Pt ol Wy
\Wé:‘i a~ Pt\m}\v.u\ DANRTLINS S5 AT ""!l i “\\‘l o 3 ' “,I /
S . i e ; R - Vo 5 :/ i )
4 v rnae s Koriooem 0\_ HTULLE I &o\n R lr\0‘\16( S iauile /3}“"096 weie e oome.

(AR P L BRI AN

7
54g, 03 199

T oa?
3 4,9/04‘ 199



Record No.: 348-04-1997

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Species: Thayer’s Gull ( Larus thayeri)

Date of Sighting: 26 December 1997 to 26 December 1997
Location: MEMORIAL LAKE STATE PARK

County: LEBANON

Observer(s): Randy Miller, Jonathan Heller

Date of Submission: 1997
Submitted by: Randy Miller

Member Class1 | ClassII | Class III gl,“j: Class Class Ab,imi
IV.B IV-C Class V

D. Couchman h

T. Floyd ><

P. Hess g Pl

R. Ickes X

J. McWilliams .4 5

B. Reid V>‘( &

P. Rodewald P

TOTALS / [ % 2

DECISION X

Comments: / / 7/ Z

Signature (Secretary):

Date: ?/MW






